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1 Should be glad t Account of God's 

Dealings with Man, which might rectify 
all our Errors with convincing Evidence, and 
ſcatter our Darkneſſes like a riſing Sun. But 
in the mean Time, let us bear with one ano- 
ther, remembring *tis the Prerogative of the 
great Gop only, to pierce thro? all his own 
infinite Schemes with an unerring Eye, to ſur- 
round them with an all- comprehenſive View, 
to graſp them all in one ſingle Survey, and to 
ſpread a reconciling Light over all their im- 
menſe Varieties. Man muſt yet grapple with 
Difficulties in this dusky Twilight ; but Gop 


in his Time will, irradiate ' the Earth more 
plentifully with his Light and Truth. Then 
Darkneſs and Contentions fhall fly away for 
ever! Amen 
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Serious Conſiterations, &c. 


HAT there is a general Sufficiency of Par- 
don, Grace and Happineſs provided for all 
Mankind thro' Jeſus Chriſt, which it is 

left to themſelves to accept or refuſe, may, I think, 


be proved by the following Conſiderations : 


I. It is very hard to vindicate the Sincerity of the 
Bleſſed Gop, or his Son, in their univerſal Offers 
of Grace and Salvation to Men, and their ſending. 
Miniſters with ſuch Meſſages and Invitations to ac- 
cept of Mercy, if there be not ſuch a conditional Par- 
don and Salvation provided for them. | 

His Miniſters indeed, as they know not the E- 
vent of Things, may be ſincere in offering Salvation 
to all Perſons, according to their general Commiſſion,. 
Go ye into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to every 
Creature. But how can Gop or Chriſt be ſincere 
in ſending them with this Commiſſion, to offer this. 
Grace to all Men, if Goo has never provided ſuch 
Grace for any but the Ele, no, not ſo much as 
conditionally ? | 

'Tis hard to ſuppoſe, that the Great Gon, who is 
Truth itſelf, and faithful in all his Dealings, ſhould 
call upon dying Men to truſt in a Saviour for eternal. 
Life, when this Saviour has not eternal Life intruſted 
with him, to give them if they do as he requires ? 
Tis hard to conceive, how the Great Governor of 
the World can be fincere, in inviting Sinners, who 
are on the Brink of Hell, to caſt themſelves upon an 
empty Word of Invitation, a mere Shadow and Ap- 
Peatance of Support, if there be nothing real to 
bear them up from thoſe Deeps of Deſtruction, no- 
thing but mere Words and empty Invitations. Can 
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we think that the Righteous and Holy Gop would 
mcour2ge his Miniſters, to call them to lean and reſt 
the Weight of their immortal Concerns upon a Goſ- 
pel, a Covenant of Grace, a Mediator, and his Me- 
rit and Righteouſneſs; all which are a mere Nothing 
with regard to them, a Heap of empty Names, an 
unſupporting Void, which cannot uphold them ? 
When our Bleſſed Redeemer charges the Jets with 
aggravated Guilt for refuſing his Grace, can we 
ſuppoſe, he had no Grace in his Hand to offer them ? 
Or when he, as it were, conſigns them over to 
Death. becauſe (ſays he) ye till not come wnto me, 
that ye may have Life; can we ſuppoſe, he has no 


eternal Life, not ſo much as a conditional Grant of 


it in his Hands for them? 

To avoid theſe hard and abſurd Conſequences of 
the Ca/ls of Grace and Offers of Salvation where none is 
really provided, ſome roundly aſſert, There are 2. 
Calls of Grace, no Offers of Salvation at all in the 
Mord of Gon to any but the Ele. But this runs 
counter to a great many plain Scriptures, wherein 
Pardon and Salvation are propoſed to all Sinners 
whatſoever, without any regard whether they are 
choſen of Gop or not. And it is the Deſign and 
Voice of the whole Current of Scripture, to call Sin- 
ners to Rep-ntance by Promiſes of Mercy, and to 
inforce that which 7/atah ſpeaks, (chap. Ixv. 6, 7.) 
Seek ye the Lord white he may be found: Call ye 
pon him whil: he is near. Let the Wicked forſake his 
Way, and the unrightecus Man his Thoughts ; let him 
return unto the Lord, and he witl bare Mercy upon him 
and to our Gov, for he will abundant y pardon. 


IT. It is very hard to defend the Sincerity of the 


Spirit of Gop, in awakening the Conſciences of 
thoſe Perſons who are not elected, [as appears from 
this, that they live and die in their Sins] and ſtir- 
ring them up to think of receiving the Salvation of 
Chriſt upon the Terms of the Goſpel, if there be no 
ſach Salvation provided, for them to receive upon 


any Terms. It is hard to ſuppoſe he ſhould — 
3 the 


88 
the Conſciences of ſuch Sinners in any Degree, to 
any Repentings for Sin, and bring them near to the 
Kingdom of Heaven, in the Beginnings of Con- 
viction, if there was no Pardon provided in any Senſe 
for thoſe who are not choſen, whether they repent 
or no. It is hard to ſuppoſe he ſhould give them 
any, even the weakeſt Excitations, to truſt in the 
Merit of a Saviour, if that Merit has obtained no 
Salvation for them, not ſo much as conditional. 

Shall it be ever ſaid, that Gop the Father and 
his Son and Spirit, have done each their Parts to in- 
courage and excite non ele& Sinners to accept of, 
and truſt in the Goſpel for Salvation, when there is 
not ſo much as the leaſt Salvation, even in a condi- 
tional Senſe, provided for them to accept of ? 


III. It is equally difficult to vindicate the Equity of 
Gop, as the Fxage of all Men, in condemning Un- 
believers for not accepting the Offers of Pardon, if no 
Pardon was provided for them ; and in puniſhing 


them eternally for not reſting on the Merit of Chriſt, 


and receiving his Salvation, if there was no ſuch Me- 
rit for them to reſt upon, nor any ſuch Salvation for 
them to receive. Surely it will appear in that Day, 
that the Condemnation of Sinners, and their eternal 
Miſery, was merely the Fruit of their refuſing to re- 
ceive the Grace of Gop provided for them, and offered 
to them, and not of any want of ſufficient Proviſion 
made for them, by him who calls them to receive it. 
The Language of Chriſt, in his Miniſtry to Sinners, 
is, Come to the Feaſt of the Goſpel, for all Things are 
ready, This is the Condemnation, that when Light cane 
into the World, they Ioved Darkneſs rather than Light. 
Men are expreſly condemned, becauſe they cvould nit 
cone unto Chriſt, that they might have Life. And (as 
the Apoſile John often repreſer ts) therefore they die 
in their Sins, And ſurely the Lord Jeſus would ne- 
ver be ſent in flaming Fire to take Vengeance on than 
that obry not the Goſpel, it there was no tufficient Pro- 
viſion made, whereby they might be enabled to 
obey it! 5 . * TEES. $ 
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It will render this Conſideration much more ſorci- 
ble, when we obſerve, that there is a much ſeverer 
Condemnation to thoſe, who have heard of this 
Goſpel, and not embraced it, in Proportion to the 
Light wherein it was ſet before them. It ſhall be 
&/5 tolerable for thoſe who refuſed the Goſpel that 
Chriſt preached, than fir Sodom and Gomorrah in the 
Day of Judgment. So their having it thus propoſed, 
makes their Caſe much worſe, than if it had never 
been propoſed to them. And can we think that the 
Tighteous Judge of the World will ſend forth Words 
of Grace and Salvation. when there is no real Grace 
or Salvation in thoſe Words, on purpoſe to make his 
Creatures ſo much the more miſerable ? Tis very 
hard indeed to vindicate the Righteouſneſs of the 
Sentence, of their doub!e Condemnation for refuſing 
Pardon and Salvation, if there was not any Pardon 
nor any Salvation ever provided for them 


IV. The Word of Gop, by the general Com- 
mands, Promiſes, and Threatnings, given to all Men 
whatſoever, and often repeated therein, repreſents 
Mankind as in a State of Trial, and in the Way to 
eternal Rewards or Puniſhments, according to their 
Behaviour in this Life. Now it is very hard to ſup- 
poſe, all this ſhould be no real and juſt Repreſenta- 
tion, but a mere Amuſement : Tis hard to ſuppoſe, 
that all theſe Propoſals of Mercy, and Diſplays of 
the gracious Dealings of Gop, ſhould be an empty 
Shew with regard to all the Millions of Mankind, 
deſide the Few that are choſen to Happineſs. Tis 
Hard to ſuppoſe, that they ſhould be ſo fixed in a 
wretched, hopeleſs, and deplorable State, under the 

- rſt Sin of the firſt Man, as to be utterly irrecove:able 
from the Ruins of it: Yea, as unalterably loft, as 
the very Devils are, for whom there was no Saviour 

provided, and whom Gop has not treated in this 

Way, of Precept, Promiſe and Threatning. Is there 
not a plain Difference made in Scripture, between 

the Angels who finned, whom Gon ſpared not, but caſt 

them down from Heaven, under Chains of , 

| undi 
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until the Fudgment of the great Day; and Mankind 
who finnea, to whom Gop giveth Time and Space 


for Repentance, Means of Grace, Offers of Pardon, 
conditional Promiſes of Salvation, with a Command 


to all Men to accept it? What can manifeſt the 
Bleſſed Gov to be upon Terms of Mercy with them, 
if this does not? 


V. This ſeems to be a fair and eaſy Way, to an- 
ſwer thoſe Texts of Scripture, which repreſent Gap 
as (a) the Saviour of all Men, eſpecially of them that 
believe; and aſſert that (4) Gop calls and commands 
al Men, every where, to repent, That ic) Chrift 
taſted Death for every Man: That (4) he gave him- 
feif a Ranſom for all Men, to be teſtified in due time: 
That (e) Se died for all: That V be gave himfelf 
to be the Propitiation for the Sins of the whole World: 
That (g) the Father ſent the Son to be the Saviour 
of the World : That (5 Go /% loved the World, 
that he ſent bis Son, not to condemn the World, but 
that thro" bim the World might be ſaved, and that 
whoſoever believeth in bim, fhould nit periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life. 

Be it granted, that there are other Texts which 
aſſert, that there is a ſpecial Number whom. the Fa- 
ther choſe and gave to the Son, whoſe Salvation is 
abſolutely ſecured, by the Death and Interceflion of 
Chriſt, But why fhould this hinder our interpreting 
the foregoing in a more general Senſe ? Why ſhould 
we affect to limit that Grace of Gop, which Gop 
himſelf expreſſes in an unlimited manner ? The al- 
lowing the abſolute Salvation of the Ele, by the 
Righteouſneſs and Death of Chriſt on the one hand, 
and the conditional Salvation provided for all Man- 
kind, and offered to them in the Goſpel, on the 
other, thro' the all-ſufficient Value of the ſame 


, (2) 1 Tim. iv. 10. (3) Ads xvii. 30. (e) Heb. 
i. 9. (4) 1 Tim. ii. 6. (e) 2 Cor. v. 14. 77 
1 Joh. ii. 2. (g) Ch. iv. 14. (2) Joh. iii. 16. 

| 1 


181 
Righteouſneſs and Death, is a fair, natural and eaſy 
Way of Reconciling theſe different Texts of Scrip- 
WES, without any Strain or Torture put upon any of 
them, 

Agreeable to this are Mr. Ca/vin's own Words, on 
Matt. xxvi. v. 8. This is my Blood of the New Tefta- 
ment, robich was ſbed for many for the Rem iſſton of 
Sins, Sub multorum nomine non partem mundi 
« tantum deſignat, ſed totum bumanum genus, Under 
% the Name of Many, he ſignifies not a Part of the 
« World only, but 21 Mankind.” And in many 
other Parts of his Writings, ( particularly in his 
Comment on Rom. v. 18.1 Fohn ii. 2. 2 Pet. ii. 1.) 
he clearly expreſſes the ſame Sentiment, viz. That 
Chriſt ved for All. | 

T think it is clear from theſe Conſiderations, That 
thoſe v;ho are not abſolutely elefted to eternal Salvation, 
yet are not predeſtinated to eternal Miſery, by any 
abſolute Decree of Reprobation. Nor are they % in 

the State of fallen Angels or Devils, for whom no 
Saviour 1s appointed, But there is a conditional 
Salvation provided for all Men, and thro' the Merits 
of Chr; offered to them in Goſpel. 
| The Doctrine of Abſolute Reprobation ſtands in 

ſuch a direct Contradiction to all our Notions of 
Kindneſs and Love to others, in which the bleſſed 
Gop is ſet forth as our Example, that we cannot tell 
how to receive it. Yet, if it were never ſo true, 
and never ſo plainly revealed in Scripture, it would 
only be a Doctrine which might require our Vent 
Submiſſion to it, with awful Reverence of the Majeſty 
of the great Gop. But it is by no Means a Doctrine 
'in which we could or ſhould rejoice and glory, or 
take pleaſure in it, becauſe it has ſo dreadful an 
Aſpe& on far the greateſt Part of our Fellow-Crea- 
tures, Nor do I think the bleſſed Gop would re- 
quire us, fo far to diveſt ourſelves of Humanity, as 
to take a ſecret Satisfaction, in the abſolute and etec- 


nal Appointment of ſuch Numbers of our 3 
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Fleſh and Blood, to everlaſting Perdition. Much 
leſs ſhould we make this awful and terrible Article 
a Matter of our 7u#/ick Boaſt and Triumph, (even if 
we could prove it to be revealed) but rather mourn 
for it. | | 
And ſince ſo many Scriptures aſſert, that Christ 
lived and died as a common Mediator of Mankind, 
(tho' with a peculiar Regard to the Elect) methinks 
this Doctrine of the extenſive Goodneſs of Gop, is 
a much more deſirable Opinion, and ſhould be more 
chearfully received by us, as it is ſo agreeable to our 
Charity to all Men, and ſo neceſſary for vindicating 
the Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Sincerity of the bleſſed 
Goo, in his Tranſactions with Mankind. | 
When therefore I hear Men talk of the Doctrine 
of Reprobation, with a ſpecial Guſt and Reliſh, as a 
favourite Doctrine, I cannot but ſuſpect their good 
Temper, and doubt, whether they love their Neigh- 
bour as themſelves. The Caſe is very different, 
when Saints are ſaid in Scripture, 'To' rejoice in the 
publick Judgments of Gop, upon the Antichriſtian 
State, or upon the wicked Oppreſſors, and incorri- 
gible Sinners of the World. For that is the Effect 
of Gop's Equity and Righteouſneſs, as a wiſe and 
faithful Governor. But this would be an Inſtance 


5 merely of his dreadſul Sovereignty, and hardly con- 


ſiſtent with Goodneſs. 

I would aſk leave alſo to enquire, What great 
Advantages can be derived to Religion, by endea- 
vouring to limit the Extent of the Death of Chriß, 
and conſequently to take away all manner of Hopes, 
and Endeavours, and Prayers, from thoſe who are 
ſuppoſed not to be elected? Does the Doctrine of 
farticular Election obtain any farther Confirmation by 
it? By no means. Whatever becomes of the reſt of 
Mank ind, their Salvation is ſecured. Does the 
Goodneſs and fpecial Grace of Gop acquire any Ho- 
nour by this Limitation ? No certainly. Divine Grace 
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Is the ſame toward the Elect, whether others are 
ſaved or loſt, Are the Elect any way diſcouraged 
by it? Not in the leaſt. But by the contrary Doc- 
trine, many Perſons who are awaked to a Senſe of 
Sin, and are ſeeking after Chr; for Salvation, may 
be terribly diſcouraged from receiving his Offers of 
Grace, when they are taught to doubt whether there 
be any Grace provided for them, and whether Fe/as 
be appointed to act as their Saviour. It may be a 
Means to drive ſome poor Souls to Deſpair, when 
they hear that unleſs they are elected, they may ſeek 
after Salvation by (rin in vain, for there is none 
purchaſed for them. And it may tempt them to 
begin at the wrong End, and ſeek to pry into the 
Counſels of Gop, before they dare truſt in his Grace, 
or ſubmit to the Goſpel of Chr. 

Now if many Inconveniencies may ariſe from thus 
limiting the Virtue of the Blood of Cbriſt, and if no 
valuable End or Advantage to Religion can be ob- 
tain'd by this narrow Opinion: What ſhould make 
Men fo. zealous to get the greateſt Part of the World 
utterly excluded from all Hopes and all Salvation. 

The great Objection againſt what I have ſaid is 
this; | | 
If there be only an outward Sufficiency of Sa ba- 
tion provided for them who are not Elected, or Salya- 
tion on Condition that they believe, but no 7nward 
Sufficiency of Grace to change their Hearts, and enable 
them to believe, the Event will be the ſame, as if no 
Salvation were provided: Since they themſelves can- 
not believe, being by Nature Dead in Sin.” | 
I anſwer, It is true, no Sinner can believe, but by 
the Almighty Power of Gop. And therefore ſuch 
are ſaid to be Dead in Sin; and the Neceſſity of 
a Divine Power, to raiſe them from this ritual 
© Death, is held forth in many Places of Scripture. Yet 
we muſt ſay ſtill, that Sinners are not under ſuch an 
Impoſlibility of believing, as if they were naturally 


Dead. For if they were, there would be no — 
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of Need or Uſe of any moral Means or Motives, ſuch. 
as Commands, Promifes, Threatnings, Exhortations : 
Theſe would all be impertinent and abſurd. For 
they could have no more Influence on Sinners, 
than if we commanded or exhorted a dead Body to 
riſe or move; which Commands and Exhortations 
would appear ridiculous and uſeleſs. Since therefore 
the bleſſed Gop in his Word, does uſe theſe moral 
Means and Motives, to call Sinners to Faith and Re- 
pentance, it is certain, there is Power ſufficient given 
them, to hear and obey the Call: And that they are 
not under any Neceſſity of continuing in Sin, and of 
being deſtroy'd. 

With regard to Faith, or believing in Chriſt, in 
particular, our Saviour thus explains his own Words. 
In one Place he ſaith, No Man can come unto me, ex- 
cept my Father draw bim. And in another Place he 
charges the Fes with this as their Fault, 72 will 
not come unto me, that ye may have Life. | 

Let this then be conſtantly maintained, that there 
is not only an outward Sufficiency of Salvation provided 
thro' the Merits and Death of Chr:/, for every one 
who repents and believes the Goſpel; but alſo that there 
is an inward Sufficiency of Power given by Gop to 
every one, to hearken to. the Calls of Gop's Grace, 
and by Faith to receive that Salvation. And thus 
much 1s ſufficient to maintain the Sincerity of Gop, 
in his univerſal Offers of Salvation thro' CBriſt, and 
his many Commands to all Men every where, to re- 
pent and believe the Goſpel : As well as to vindicate 
his Equity at the great Day, in condemning the Im- 
penitent and Unbeliever. For ſince there was both 
an outward and an inward Sufficiency for their Re- 
covery, their Death lies at their own Door, being 
wholly owing to their wilful, obſtinate Rejection of 
Gop and Chri/t, and his Salvation. 

I have only this to add. If ſerious Chriſtians are 
but defirous to come as near each other as they can, 
if they are but willing to be reconciled to one ano- 


ther, 
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ther, as far as the preſent Darkneſſes and Difficulties 
will allow: May they not heartily embrace one ano- 
ther notwithſtanding ſome Difference in their Senti- 
ments ? Surely, the Deſire to do this, will take away, 
a thouſand Cavils and Contentions, and a thouſand 
unchriſtian Reproaches from the Lips and Pens of 
thoſe who profeſs to worſhip the ſame Gop, to be- 
lieve in the ſame Saviour, to hope for the Operations 
of the ſame bleſſed Spirit, and who deſire to aſcribe 
their Salvation to the ſame Grace of Gop, who ts 


bleſſed for evermore! Ames. 


